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The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  of  the 
Directors'  of  the  Ohio  Company  of  Afibciates,  fo  called, 
having  attended  the  duty  ajfigned  to  them, 

R     E     P-   0     R     T— 

THAT  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  Afibciates  had  its  foundation,  in 
an  application  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  by  the  officer;; 
of  the  late  army,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  Number  I,  is  herewith  prefented  to 
the  Houfe.  The  motives  whereto  and  the  objects  propofed  thereby,  are  parti- 
cularly explained  in  the  faid  petition,  and  in  the  papers,  marked  Number  II,  and 
Number  III,  being  letters  from  brigadier-general  Putnam  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  from  him  to  thePrefident  of  Congrefs. — That  the  contract  men- 
tioned in  the  petition  was  completed  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  October,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  Number  IV, 
is  herewith  exhibited. — That  the  contract  was  for  1,500,000  acres  of  land,  at 
two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre. — That  one  half  of  the  purchafe  was,  at  the  time, 
paid  in  the  public  fecurities  of  the  United  States. — That  the  petitioners  declare 
that  the  faid  fecurities  were  almoft  univerfally  paid  for  the  ufe  of  original  hold- 
ers ;  that  by  means  of  circumltances  which  are  publicly  known,  they  have  ex- 
pended more  than  33,000  dollars  for  their  protection  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
fettlements  on  the  territory  contracted  to  be  conveyed ;  and  that  they  have  en- 
gaged to  give  between  80,000  and  90,000  acres  to  thofe  who  have  undertaken 
to  become  actual  fettlers.  The  petitioners  further  ftate  to  the  committee  that 
the  fettlers  aforefaid,  who  form  a  very  confiderable  proportion  of  the  refidents, 
will  not  be  induced  to  continue  there,  unlefs  they  can  be  fecured  in  titles  to 
their  refpective  fhares,  which  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  proprietors  to  effect, 
until  Congrefs  fhall  have  decided  on  their  cafe — This  manifefts  that  their  pre- 
fent  defertion  would  operate  the  total  ruin  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company. 

On  the  foregoing  ftate  of  fads,  the  committee  are  of  opinion— 

1.  That  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  faid  Company,  that  their  cafe  fliould 
be  decided  on,  the  prefent  feffion. 

2.  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  exact  of  the  faid  proprietors  a  fpecific 
performance  of  the  faid  contract ;  and  that  a  fulfilment  thereof  is  probably  be- 
yond their  ability. 

3.  That  to  enable  the  faid  Company  to  maintain  their  fettlements  will  be  of 
public  utility. 

4.  That  the  fum  already  paid,  for  the  territory  contracted  to  be  conveyed, 
being  for  the  whole  quantity,  at  the  rate  of  33!  cents  per  acre,  is  probably  as 
much  as  will  be  determined  as  the  price  of  the  future  fales  of  public  lands. 

5.  That  it  is  expedient  to  relinquifh  any  demand  for  payment  of  what  re- 
mains due  to  the  government  in  virtue  of  the  faid  contract. 

The  committee,  as  the  refult  of  the  foregoing  opinions,  fubmit  the  following 
refolution. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
conveyance  to  the  directors  of  the  Ohio  Company,  fo  called,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
faid  Company,  of  a  tract  of  land  particularly  defcribed  in  an  indenture  executed 
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the  twenty  fcvcath  day  of  October,  «ne  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty--? 
ieven,  between  the  then  Board  of  Treafury,  for  the  United  States  of  the  one 
part,  and  Manalfeh  Cutler,  and  Winthrop  Sargent,  as  agents  for  the  direclori 
of  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  the  other  part,  with  the  refervations  in  the  faid  in- 
denture mentioned,  in  confederation  of  the  purchafe  money  in  the  faid  inden- 
tv:c  expreiled  to  have  been  received  ;  and  to  releafe  to  the  faid  Company  the 
sec  ooo  dollars,  the  refidue  of  the  faid  purchafe  money  remaining  unpaid. 


Documents  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Report. 


(Copy.)  Number  I. 

'To  bis  Excellency  the  President  and  Honorable  Delegates  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subfcribers,  Officers  in  the  Continental  Line  of  the 
Army — 

Humbly  Sbezucth  : — 

THAT  by  a  refolution  of  the  honorable  Congrefs,  paffed  September  20th, 
1776,  and  other  fubfequent  refolves,  the  officers  (and  foldiers  engaged 
for  the  war)  of  the  American  army,  who  fhall  continue  in  fervice  till  the  elta- 
blifhment  of  peace,  or  in  cafe  of  their  dying  in  fervice,  their  heirs  are  entitled 
to  receive  certain  grants  of  lands,  according  to  their  feveral  grades,  to  be  pro- 
cured for  them  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States. 

That  your  petitioners  are  informed  that  that  trad  of  country,  bounded 
north  on  lake  Erie,  eaft  on  Pennfyhania,  fouth-eaft  and  fouth  on  the  river 
Ohio,  weft  on  a  line  beginning  at  that  part  of  the  Ohio  which  lies  twenty-four 
miles  weft  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sioto,  thence  running  noTth  on  a  meridian 
line  till  it  interfecls  the  river  Miami,  which  falls  into  lake  Erie,  thence  down 
the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  lake,  is  a  tract  of  country  not  claimed  as  the 
property  of,  or  within  the  jurifdiction  of  any  particular  itate  in  the  union. 

That  this  country  is  of  fufficient  extent,  the  land  of  fuch  quality,  and  fitua- 
tion  fuch  as  may  induce  Congrefs  to  affign  and  mark  it  out  as  a  tract  or  terri- 
tory, fuitable  to  form  a  diftind  government  (or  colony  of  the  United  States) 
in  time  to  be  admitted  one  of  the  confederated  States  of  America. 

Wherefore  your 'petitioners  pray,  that  whenever  the  honorable  Congrefs 
fhall  be  pleafed  to  procure  the  aforefaid  lands  of  the  natives,  they  will  make 
provifion  for  the  location  and  furvey  of  the  lands  to  which  we  are  entitled, 
within  the  aforefaid  diftri£t ;  and  alio  for  all  officers  and  foldiers  who  wifli  to 
take  up  their  lands  in  that  quarter. 

•  That  provifion  may  alfo  be  made  for  a  farther  grant  of  lands,  to  fuch  of  the  ar- 
my as  wifh  to  become  adventurers  in  the  new  government,  in  fuch  quantities  and 
on  fuch  conditions  of  fettlement  and  purchafes,  for  public  fecurities,  as  Congrefs 
fhall  judge  mod  for  the  inrereft  of  the  intended  government,  and  rendering  it 
of  laiting  confequence  to  the  American  empire. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  fhall  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  By  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  officers  in  the 

continental  line  of  the  army. 
June  16,  1783. 


(Copy.)  Number  II. 

Sir,  New-Windfor,  1 6th  June,  1783. 

AS  it  is  very  uncertain  how  long  it  may  be  before  the  honorable  Con- 
grefs  may  take  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  for  lands  between  the 
Ohio  River  and  Lake  Erie,  into  confideration,  or  be  in  a  fituation  to  decide 
thereon,  the  going  to  Philadelphia  to  negociate  the  bufinefs  with  any  of  its 
members,  or  committee  to  whom  the  petiuon  may  be  referred,  is  a  meafure 
none  of  the  petitioners  will  think  of  undertaking.  The  part  which  I  have  ta- 
ken in  promoting  the  petition  is  well  known,  and  therefore  needs  no  apology 
when  I  inform  that  the  figners  expect  that  I  will  purfue  meafures  to  have  it 
laid  before  Congrefs :  under  thefe  circumftances  I  beg  leave  to  put  the  petition 
into  your  Excellency's  hands,  and  afk  with  the  greateft  affurance  your  pa- 
tronage of  it.  That  Congrefs  may  not  be  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  mo- 
tives of  the  petitioners,  I  beg  your  indulgence  while  I  make  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  policy  and  propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  it,  and  making  fuch  ar- 
rangements ofgarriibns  in  the  weftern  quarter  asihall  give  effectual  protection 
to  the  fettlers  and  encourage  emigration  to  the  new  government,  which  if  they 
meet  your  approbation,  and  the  favour  not  too  great,  I  rouft  requeft  your  Ex- 
cellency will  give  them  your  fupport,  and  caufe  them  to  be  lorwarded  with  the 
.petition  to  thePrefident  of  Congrefs,  in  order  that  when  the  petition  is  taken 
up,  Congrefs  or  their  committee  may  be  informed  on  what  principles  the  peti- 
tion is  grounded.  I  am,  Sir,  among  thofe, who  confider  the  ceffion  of  fo  great  a 
tract  of  territory  to  the  United  States  in  the  weftern  world,  as  a  very  happy 
circumftance,  and  of  great  coniequence  to  the  American  Empire.  Nor  have  I 
the  leaft  doubt  but  Congrefs  will  pay  an  early  attention  to  fecuring  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  natives,  as  well  as  provide  for  the  defence  ol  that  country,  in  cafe  of 
a  war  with  Great-Britain  or  Spain. 

One  great  means  of  fecuring  the  allegiance  of  the  natives,  I  take  to  be,  the 
furnifhing  them  with  fuch  neceffaries  as  they  fhall  Hand  in  need  of,  and  in  ex- 
change receiving  their  furs  and  fkins.  They  are  become  fo  accuftomed  to 
the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  that  I  doubt  if  they  could  gain  a  fubfiftence  without  them 
at  leaft  they  will  be  veryforry  to  be  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
ufing  the  bow  and  arrow  as  the  only  means  for  killing  their  game,  and  fo  ha- 
bituated are  they  to  the  woollen  blanket  &c.  &c.  that  an  abfolute  neceffity  alone 
will  prevent  their  making  ufe  of  them. 

This  confideration  alone  is,  I  think,  fufficient  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  efta- 
blifhing  fuch  factories  as  may  furnifh  an  ample  fupply  to  thefe  wretched  crea- 
tures ;  for  unlefs  they  are  furnifhed  by  the  fubjects  of  the  United  States,  they 
will  undoubtedly  feek  elfewhere,  and  like  all  other  people  form  their  attach- 
ment where  they  have  their  commerce,  and  then  in  cafe  of  a  war,  will  always 
be  certain  to  aid  our  enemies.  Therefore,  if  there  were  no  advantages  in 
view  but  that  of  attaching  them  to  our  intereft,  I  think  good  policy  will  dic- 
tate the  meafure  of  carrying  on  a  commerce  with  thefe  people  ;  but  when  we 
add  to  this  the  confideration  of  the  profit  arifing  from  the  Indian  trade  in  ge- 
neral, there  cannot  I  prefume  be  a  doubt,  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  United 
States  to  make  as  early  provifion  for  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  it  as 
poffible.  For  thefe  and  many  other  obvious  reafons,  Congrefs  will,  no  doubt, 
find  it  neceffary  to  eftablifh  garrifons  at  Ofwego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Michille- 
makanac,  Illinois  and  many  other  places  in  the  weftern  world. 

The  Illinois  and  all  the  pofts  that  fhall  be  eftablifhed  on  the  Miffifippi  may 
undoubtedly  be  furnifhed  by  way  of  the  Ohio  with  provifions  at  all  times,  and 
with  goods  whenever  a  war  fhall  interrupt  the  trade  with  New  Orleans.     But 
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in  cafe  of  a  war  with  Great-Britain,  unlefs  a  communication  is  open  between 
the  River  Ohio,  and  Lake  Erie,  Niagara,  Detroit  and  all  the  ports  feated  on  the 
great  Lakes  will  inevitafcly  be  loft  without  fuch  communication,  for  a  naval 
iuperiorlty  on  Lake  Ontario,  or  the  feizing  on  Naigara  will  fubject  the  whole 
country  bordering  on  the  Lakes  to  the  will  of  the  enemy.  Such  a  misfortune 
will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  furnifti  the  natives,  and 
necelfity  will  again  oblige  them  to  take  an  active  part  againft  us. 

Where  and  how  this  communication  is  to  be  opened  fhall  next  be  confi- 
dered.  If  Captain  Hutchins  and  a  number  of  other  map-makers  are  not  out 
in  their  calculations,  provifions  may  be  fent  from  the  fettlements  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  Ohio  by  the  Mufkingum  or  the  Scioto  to  Detroit  or  even  to  Nia- 
gara at  a  lefs  expence  than  from  Albany  by  the  Mohawk,  to  thofe  places,  to  fe- 
cure  fuch  communication  (by  the  Scioto  all  circumftances  confidered  will  be 
the  beft)  let  a  chain  of  polls  be  eftablifhed  ;  thefe  forts  mould  be  built  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  if  the  ground  will  admit,  and  about  twenty  miles  diftant  from 
each  other,  and  on  this  plan  the  Scioto  communication  will  require  ten  or  ele- 
ven ftockaded  forts,  flanked  by  block-houfes,  and  one  company  of  men  will  be 
a  fufficient  garrifon  for  each,  except  the  one  at  the  portage,  which  will  require 
more  attention  in  the  conftruction  and  a  larger  number  of  men  to  garrifon  it  ; 
but  befides  the  fupplying  the  garrifons  on  the  great  lakes  with  provifions,  &c. 
we  ought  to  take  into  confideration  the  protection  that  fuch  an  arrangement 
will  give  to  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  Pennfylvania,  and  New- York.  I  fay 
New-York,  as  we  fhall  undoubtedly  extend  our  fettlements  and  garrifons  from 
the  Hudfon  to  Ofwego;  this  done  and  a  garrifon  ported  at  Niagara,  whoever  will 
infpect  the  maps  muft  be  convinced  that  all  the  Indians  living  on  the  waters  of 
the  Mohawk,  Ofwego,  Sufquehanna,  and  Allegany  Rivers,  and  in  all  the  coun- 
try fouth  of  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  will  be  encircled  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
will  effectually  fecure  their  allegiance  and  keep  them  quiet,  or  oblige  them  to 
-quit  their  country. 

Nor  will  fuch  an  arrangement  of  ports  from  the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie  be  any 
additional  expence,  for  unlefs  this  gap  is  fhut,  notwithftanding  the  garrifons 
on  the  Lakes  and  from  Ofwego  to  the  Hudfon,  yet  the  frontier  fettlers  on  the 
Ohio  by  Forr*Pitt  to  the  Sufquehanna,  and  all  the  country  fouth  of  the  Mo- 
hawk will  be  expofed  to  favage  infult,  unlefs  protected  by  a  chain  of  garrifons 
which  will  be  far  more  expenfive  than  the  arrangement  propofed,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  protection  given  to  thefe  dates  will  be  much  lefs  complete,  be- 
fides we  rtiould  not  confine  our  protection  to  the  prefent  fettlements,  but  carry 
the  idea  of  extending  them  at  leaft  as  far  as  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 

Thefe  Lakes  form  fuch  a  natural  barrier  that  when  connected  with  the  Hud- 
fon and  Ohio  by  the  garrifons  propofed,  fettlements  in  every  part  of  the 
ftates  of  New- York  and  Pennfylvania,  may  be  made  with  the  utmoft  fafety,  fo 
that  thefe  ftates  muft  be  deeply  interefted  in  the  meafure  as  well  as  Virginia, 
who  will  by  the  fame  arrangement  have  a  great  part  of  its  frontiers  fecured  and 
the  reft  much  ftrengthened;  nor  is  there  a  ftate  in  the  Union  but  will  be  great- 
ly benefited  by  the  meafure  confidered  in  another  point  of  view,  for  without 
any  expence  except  a  fmall  allowance  of  purchafe  money  to  the  natives,  the 
United  States  will  have  within  their  protection  17,500,000  acres  of  very  fine 
lands  to  difpofe  of  as  they  may  think  proper. 

But  I  haften  to  mention  fomeof  the  expectations  which  the  petitioners  have 
reflecting  the  conditions  on  which  they  hope  to  obtain  the  lands— this  was 
not  proper  to  mention  in  the  body  of  the  petition,  efpecially  as  we  pray  for 
grants  to  all  members  of  the  army  who  wifh  to  take  up  lands  in  that  quarter. 
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The  whole  tracT:  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  17,418,240,  and  will  admit  of 
756  townfhips  of  fix  miles  fquare,  allowing  to  each  townfhip  3040  acres,  for 
the  miniftry,  fchools,  wafte  lands,  rivers,  ponds  and  highways,  then  each  town- 
fhip will  contain  offettlers  lands  20,000  acres,  and  in  the  whole  15,120,000 
acres.  The  land  to  which  the  army  is  entitled  by  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  re- 
ferred to  in  the  petition,  according  to  my  eftimate,  will  amount  to  2,106,850 
acres,  which  is  about  the  eighth  part  of  the  whole,  for  the  furvey  of  this,  the 
army  expe£t  to  be  at  no  expenfe,  nor  do  they  expecf:  to  be  under  any  obligation 
to  fettle  thefe  lands,  or  do  any  duty  to  fecure  their  title  in  them  ;  but  in  order 
to  induce  the  army  to  become  fettlers  in  the  new  government,  the  petitioners 
hope  Congrefs  will  make  a  further  grant  of  lands  on  condition  of  fettlement, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  that  honorable  body  will  be  as  liberal  to  all  thofe  who 
are  not  provided  for  by  their  own  ftates,  as  New- York  has  been  to  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  who  belong  to  that  (late  :  which  if  they  do,  it  will  require 
about  8,000,000  of  acres  to  complete  the  army,  and  about  7,000,000  acres 
will  remain  for  fale.  That  the  petitioners,  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  are  much 
oppofed  to  the  monopoly  of  lands,  and  wifh  to  guard  againft  large  patents  being 
granted  to  individuals,  as  in  their  opinion  fuch  a  mode  is  very  injurious  to  a 
country,  and  greatly  retards  its  fettlement,  and  whenever  fuch  patents  are 
tenanted,  it  throws  too  much  power  into  the  hands  of  a  few.  For  thefe  and 
many  other  obvious  reafons  the  petitioners  hope  no  grants  will  be  made  but 
by  townfliips  of  fix  miles  fquare,  or  fix  by  twelve,  or  fix  by  eighteen  miles,  to 
be  fubdivided  by  the  proprietors  to  fix  miles  fquare,  that  being  the  ftandard  on 
which  they  wifh  all  calculations  may  be  made,  and  that  officers  and  foldiers,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  petition  for  charters  on  purchafe  may  form  their  affociations 
on  one  uniform  principle,  as  to  number  of  perfons  or  rights  to  be  contained 
in  a  townfhip,  with  this  exception  only,  that  when  the  grant  is  made  for  reward 
of  fervices  already  done,  or  on  condition  of  fettlement,  if  the  officers  petition 
with  the  foldiers  for  a  particular  townfhip,  the  foldiers  fhall  have  one  right 
only  to  a  captain's  three,  and  fo  in  proportion  with  commiffioned  officers  of 
every  grade. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  principles  wich  gave  rife  to  the  petition  under  confidera- 
tion  ;  the  petitioners,  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  conceive  that  found  policy  dictates 
the  meafure,  and  that  Congrefs  ought  to  lofe  no  time  in  eftablifhing  fome  fuch 
chain  of  pofts  as  has  been  hinted  at,  and  in  procuring  the  tracl:  of  country  pe- 
titioned for,  of  the  natives ;  for  the  moment  this  is  done,  and  agreeable  terms 
offered  to  the  fettlers,  many  of  the  petitioners  are  determined  not  only  to  be- 
come adventurers,  but  actually  to  remove  themfelves  to  this  country ;  and  there 
is  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  other  valuable  citizens  will  follow  their  example,  and 
the  probability  is,  that  the  country  between  Lake  Erie  and  Ohio  will  be  filled 
with  inhabitants,  and  the  faithful  fubjefts  of  thefe  United  States  fo  eftablifhed 
on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes,  as  to  banifh  forever  the  idea  of  our 
weftern  territory  falling  under  the  dominion  of  any  European  power,  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  old  ftates  will  be  effectually  fecured  from  favage  alarms,  and  the 
new  will  have  little  to  fear  from  their  infults. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 
with  every  fentiment  of  refpe£t, 
your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  and  very 
humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  RUFUS  PUTNAM. 

Gen.  Wajhington. 

B 


(Copy.)  Number  III. 

SIR,  Head-Quarters,  Newburgb,  June  ijtb,  1783. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  of  tranfmitting  to  your  Excellency  for  the  confideration 
of  Congrefs,  a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  officers  of  the  army,  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  fuch  other  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army,  as 
are  entitled  to  rewards  in  lands,  and  may  choofe  to  avail  themfelves  of  any  pri- 
vileges and  grants  which  may  be  obtained  in  confequence  of  the  prefent  folicita- 
tion.  I  enclofe  alfo  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Brig.  General  Putnam,  in  which 
the  fentiments  and  expectations  of  the  petitioners  are  more  fully  explained,  and 
in  which  the  ideas  of  occupying  the  pofts  in  the  weftern  country,  will  be  found 
to  correfpond  very  nearly  with  thofe  I  have  fome  time  fince  communicated  to  a 
committee  of  Congrefs,  in  treating  of  the  fubject  of  a  peace  eftablifhment.  I 
will  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  more  obfervations  on  the  general  benefits  of  the 
location  and  fettlement  now  propofed  ;  and  then  fubmit  the  jufticeand  policy 
of  the  meafure  to  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs. 

Although  I  pretend  not  myfelf  to  determine  how  far  the  diftrift  of  unfettled 
country  which  is  defcribed  in  the  petition,  is  free  from  the  claim  of  every  Hate, 
or  how  far  this  difpofal  of  it  may  interfere  with  the  views  of  Congrefs  ;  yet  it 
appears  to  me  this  is  the  tract  which,  from  its  local  pofition  and  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, ought  to  be  firft  fettled  in  preference  to  any  other  whatever ;  and 
I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  it  cannot  be  fo  advantageoufly  fettled  by  any  other 
clafs  of  men,  as  by  the  difbanded  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army,  to  whom  the 
faith  of  government  hath  long  fince  been  pledged,  that  lands  fhould  be  granted 
at  the  expiration  of  the  war  in  certain  proportions,  agreeably  to  their  refpective 
grades. 

I  am  induced  to  give  my  fentiments  thus  freely  on  the  advantages  to  be  expec- 
ted from  this  plan  of  colonization  ;  becaufe  it  would  connect  our  governments 
with  the  frontiers,  extend  our  fettlements  progreffively,  and  plant  a  brave,  a 
hardy  and  refpectable  race  of  people  as  our  advanced  port,  who  would  be  al- 
ways ready  and  willing  (in  cafe  of  hoftility)  to  combat  the  favages  and  check 
their  incurfions.  A  fettlement  formed  by  fuch  men  would  give  fecurity  to  our 
frontiers ;  the  very  name  of  it  would  awe  the  Indians,  and  more  than  proba- 
bly prevent  the  murder  of  many  innocent  families,  which  frequently,  in  the 
ufual  mode  of  extending  our  fettlements  and  encroachments  on  the  hunting 
grounds  of  the  natives,  fall  the  haplefs  victims  to  favage  barbarity.  Befides 
the  emoluments  which  might  be  derived  from  the  peltry  trade  at  our  factories, 
if  fuch  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  the  appearance  of  fo  formidable  a  fettlement  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  towns  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  barrier  it  would  form  againft 
our  other  neighbours)  would  be  the  moil  likely  means  to  enable  us  to  pur- 
chafe,  upon  equitable  terms,  of  the  aborigines  their  right  of  pre-occupancy, 
and  to  induce  them  to  relinquifh  our  territories,  and  to  remove  into  the  illimit- 
able regions  of  the  weft. 

Much  more  might  befaid  of  the  public  utility  of  fuch  a  location,  as  well  as 
of  the  private  felicity  it  would  afford  to  the  individuals  concerned  in  it.  I 
will  venture  to  fay  it  is  the  moft  rational  and  practicable  fcheme  which  can  be 
adopted  by  a  great  proportion  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  our  army,  and 
promifes  them  more  happinefs  than  they  can  expect  in  any  other  way.  The 
iettlers  being  in  the  prime  of  life,  inured  to  hardfhip  and  taught  by  experience 
to  accommodate  themfelves  in  every  fituation,  going  in  a  confiderable  body, 
and  under  the  patronage  of  government,  would  enjoy  in  the  firft  inflance  ad- 
vantages in  procuring  lubfiftence,  and  all  the  neceffaries  for  a  comfortable  be- 
ginning, fuperior  to  any  common  clafs  of  emigrants,  and  quite  unknown  to  thofe 
who  have  heretofore  extended  themfelves  bevond  the  Apalachian  mountains. 
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They  may  expect,  after  a  little  perfeverance,  competence  and  independence  for 
themfelves,  a  pleafant  retreat  in  old  age,  and  the  faireft  profpects  for  their  chil- 
dren. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  confideration, 
Your  Excellency's 

Mod  obedient  fervant, 

(Sighed)  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

His  Excellency, 

The  Prejident  of  Congrefs. 


Number  IV. 
The  Contrail  of  the  Ohio  Company  with  the  honorable  Board  of  Treafury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America — made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Manafleh  Cutler  and  Major  Win- 
throp  Sargent,  as  Agents  for  the  Directors  offaid  Company  at  New-York,  Oc- 
tober 27,   1787. 

THIS  Indenture  made  the  27th  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven  between  Samuel  Ofgood  Walter  Living- 
flon  and  Arthur  Lee  Efquires  (the  Board  of  Treafury  for  the  United  States  of 
America)  acting  by  and  under  the  authority  of  the  honorable  the  Congrefs  of 
thefaid  States  of  the  one  part  and  Manaffeh  Cutler  and  Winthrop  Sargent  both 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts  as  agents  for  the  directors  of  the  Ohio 
Company  of  Aflbciates  fo  called  of  the  other  part  Whereas  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  aforefaid  in  and  by  their  feveral  refolutions  and  votes  of  the 
twenty-third  and  twenty-feventh  days  of  July  laft  pad  did  authorize  and  em- 
power the  Board  of  Treafury  aforefaid  to  contract  with  any  perfon  or  perfons 
for  a  grant  of  the  trad  of  land  in  the  faid  refolutions  mentioned  upon  fuch  terms 
and  conditions  for  fuch  confiderations  and  under  fuch  refervations  as  in  the 
faid  refolutions  is  exprefied  And  whereas  by  virtue  and  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  refolutions  and  votes  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  have  contracted  and 
agreed  with  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  agents  as  aforefaid  for  a  grant 
of  the  trad  of  land  herein  aftermentioned  Now  therefore  this  Indenture  witneffeth 
That  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  in  order  to  carry  their  faid  agreement  as 
far  as  poffible  into  effect  and  for  and  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  well  and  truly  paid  into  the  treafury  of  thefaid  United  States 
by  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  before  the  enfealing  and  delivery  of  thefe 
prefents  the  receipt  whereby  the  faid  Board  of  Treafury  do  hereby  acknow- 
ledge and  thereof  and  of  and  from  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  do  hereby 
on  the  behalf  of  the  faid  United  States  acquit  releafe  exonerate  and  forever 
difcharge  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  and  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of 
Affociates  and  every  of  them  their  and  every  of  their  heirs  executors  admini- 
ftrators  and  afligns  forever  by  thefe  prefents  and  alfo  in  confideration  of  the 
further  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  fecured  to  be  paid  as  herein  after 
is  mentioned  have  in  behalf  of  the  faid  United  States  and  the  Congrefs  there- 
of covenanted  and  agreed  and  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  their  heirs  and  afligns  that  within  one  month 
after  the  payment  of  the  faid  laft  mentioned  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars in  the  manner  herein  after  prefcribed  a  full  and  ample  grant  and  convey- 
ance fhall  be  executed  in  due  form  of  law  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  United 
States  whereby  the  people  of  the  faid  United  States  or  the  Congrefs  thereof 
or  fuch  officer  or  officers  as  fhall  be  duly  authorized  for  that  purpofe  fhall 
grant  convey  and  affure  to  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  their  heirs  and 
afligns  forever  (as  agents  to  the  directors  of  and  in  truft  for  the  perfons  com- 
posing the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  Affociates  according  to  their  feveral  rights 
and  interests  under  the  faid  affociation)  and  to  their  heirs  and  afligns  forever 
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as  tenants  in  common  in  fee  fimple  All  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land 
beoinning  at  the  place  where  the  weftern  boundary  line  of  the  feventh  range 
of  townfhips  laid  out  by  the  authority  of  Congrefs  interfects  the  Ohio  and  ex- 
tending thence  along  that  river  fouth-wefterly  to  the  place  where  the  weftern 
line  of  the  feventeenth  range  of  townfhips  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the 
land  ordinance  of  the  20th  of  May  1785  would  interfect  the  faid  river  and 
extending  thence  northerly  on  the  weftern  boundary  line  of  the  faid  feven- 
teenth range  of  townfhips  fo  far  that  a  line  drawn  due  eaft  to  the  weftern 
boundary  line  of  the  faid  feventh  range  of  townfhips  will  with  the  other  lines 
of  this  trad  include  one  million  and  a  half  of  acres  of  land  befides  the  feveral 
townfhips  lots  and  parcels  of  land  herein  after  mentioned  to  be  referved  or 
appropriated  to  fpecific  purpofes  thence  running  eaft  to  the  weftern  bounds 
of  the  faid  feventh  range  of  townfhips  and  thence  foutherly  along  thofe  bounds 
to  the  place  of  beginning  with  the  rights  members  and  appurtenances  thereof 
which  faid  tracl  fhall  be  furveyed  by  the  geographer  or  fome  other  officer  of 
the  faid  United  States  to  be  authorifed  for  that  purpofe  who  fhall  plainly  mark 
the  faid  eaft  and  weft  line  and  fhall  render  one  complete  plat  or  map  of  the 
faid  tract  to  the  Board  of  Treafury  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being  or 
fuch  other  perfon  as  Congrefs  may  appoint  and  another  plat  or  map  thereof 
to  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  their  heirs  or  afligns  Provided  always 
and  it  is  hereby  exprefsly  ftipulated  that  in  the  faid  grant  fo  to  be  executed  as 
aforefaid  a  proper  claufe  or  claufes  fhall  or  may  be  inferted  for  the  purpofe 
of  referring  in  each  townfhip  or  fractional  part  of  a  townfhip  which  upon 
fuch  furveys  as  hereinafter  are  mentioned  fhall  be  found  to  fall  within  the 
bounds  of  the  tracl  fo  to  be  granted  as  aforefaid  lot  number  fixteen  for  the 
purpofes  mentioned  in  the  faid  ordinance  of  the  20th  of  May  1785  Lot  num- 
ber twenty-nine  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpofes  of  religion  and  lots  num- 
ber eight  eleven  and  twenty-fix  for  the  ufe  and  fubject  to  the  difpofition  of 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  and  alfo  referving  out  of  the  faid  trad  fo 
to  be  granted  two  complete  townffnps  to  be  given  perpetually  for  the  pur- 
pofes of  an  univerfity  to  be  laid  off  by  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part 
their  heirs  or  affigns  as  near  the  center  as  may  be  fo  as  the  fame  fhall  be  of 
good  land  to  be  applied  to  the  intended  object  in  fuch  manner  as  the  legifla- 
ture  of  the  ftate  wherein  the  faid  townfhips  fhall  fall  or  may  be  fituated  fhall 
or  may  think  proper  or  direct  And  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  do 
hereby  for  themfelves  and  the  Directors  and  Ohio  Company  of  aflbciates 
aforefaid  and  every  of  them  and  their  and  every  of  their  heirs  executors  admi- 
niftrators  and  affigns  covenant  and  grant  to  and  with  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft 
part  their  heirs  executors  and  adminiftrators  (acting  as  aforefaid  for  and  on  be- 
half of  the  faid  United  States  by  virtue  of  the  authority  fo  as  aforefaid  to  them 
delegated  and  affigned)  that  within  the  fpace  of  /even  years  from  and  after  the 
outlines  of  the  faid  tract  fhall  have  been  fo  as  aforefaid  run  out  by  the  Geogra- 
pher or  other  officer  of  the  United  States  to  be  for  that  purpofe  appointed  and 
the  plat  thereof  given  as  aforefaid  (if  they  are  not  prevented  by  incurfions  or 
oppofition  from  \he  favages  or  if  they  are  fo  prevented  then  as  foon  as  the 
fame  can  be  conveniently  thereafter  accompli fhed)  the  faid  Directors  and 
Ohio  Company  of  Aflbciates  or  fome  of  them  their  or  fome  of  their  heirs  or 
afligns  fhall  and  will  caufe  the  faid  tract  of  land  to  be  furveyed  laid  out  and 
divided  into  townfhips  and  fractional  parts  of  townfhips  and  alfo  fubdivided 
'  into  lots  according  to  the  directions  and  provifions  of  the  land  ordinance  of 
the  20th  of  May  1785  iflued  by  Congrefs  and  fhall  and  will  make  or  caufe 
to  be  made  complete  returns  of  fuch  divifions  and  fubdivifions  to  the  treafury 
board  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being  or  fuch  other  perfon  or  per- 
fons  as  Congrefs  fhall  or  may  appoint  And  alfo  fhall  and  will  within  one  month 
after  rhe  outlines  of  the  faid  tract  fhall  have  been  fo  as  aforefaid  furveyed  well 
and  truly  pay  or  caufe  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  faid  United  States  the 
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ium  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  gold  or  filver  or  in  fecurities  of  the 
faid  United  States  without  fraud  or  further  delay  And  in  as  much  as  it  was  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  parties  to  thefe  prefents  and  of  the  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States  that  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  Affociates  fhould 
immediately  cultivate  if  they  thought  proper  a  part  of  the  faid  traft  of  land 
proportionable  to  the  payment  which  they  have  fo  as  aforefaid  already  made 
and  fhould  have  full  fecurity  for  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fame 
Now  this  Indenture  further  witneffeth  that  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  by 
virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  them  given  by  Congrefs  as  aforefaid  have 
covenanted  promifed  and  agreed  and  do  hereby  covenant  promife  and  agree 
to  and  with  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  their  heirs  and  affigns  in  trufl 
for  the  faid  Ohio  company  of  Affociates  their  heirs  and  affigns  that  it  fhall  and 
maybe  lawful  for  the  faid  Ohio  company  of  Affociates  fo  called  their  heirs  and 
affigns  to  enter  upon  take  poffeffion  of  cultivate  and  improve  at  their  pleafure 
All  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  part  of  the  tract  herein  before  defcribed 
beginning  at  the  place  where  the  weftern  boundary  line  of  the  faid  feventh 
range  of  townfhips  interfects  the  Ohio  thence  extending  along  that  river  fouth- 
wefterly  to  the  place  where  the  weftern  boundary  line  of  the  fifteenth  range  of 
townfhips  when  laid  out  agreeable  to  the  ordinance  aforefaid  would  touch  the 
faid  river  thence  running  northerly  on  the  weftern  bounds  of  the  faid  fifteenth 
range  of  townfhips  till  a  line  drawn  due  eaft  to  the  weftern  boundary  line  of 
the  faid  feventh  range  of  townfhips  will  comprehend  with  the  other  boun= 
dary  lines  of  this  traft  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land  befides 
the  feveral  lots  and  parcels  of  land  herein  after  mentioned  to  be  referved 
or  appropriated  to  particular  purpofes  thence  running  eaft  to  the  weftern 
boundary  line  of  the  faid  feventh  range  of  townfhips  and  thence  along  the 
faid  line  to  the  place  of  beginning  with  the  rights  members  and  appurtenances 
thereof  according  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  affociation  referving  always  and 
excepting  out  of  the  faid  tract  laft  mentioned  and  the  permiffion  to  cultivate 
the  fame  in  each  townfhip  and  fra&ional  part  of  a  townfhip  which  fhall  fall 
within  the  fame  according  to  the  land  ordinance  herein  before  mentioned 
lot  number  fixteen  for  the  purpofes  fpecified  in  the  faid  ordinance  lot  num- 
ber twenty-nine  for  the  purpofes  of  religion  lots  number  eight  eleven  and 
twenty-fix  fubjecl;  to  the  difpofition  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  and 
alfo  referving  and  excepting  two  complete  townfhips  for  the  purpofes  of  an 
univerfity  to  be  laid  off  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned  and  to  be 
appplied  in  fuch  manner  to  that  object  as  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  wherein 
the  faid  townfhips  fhall  fall  or  be  fituated  fhall  or  may  think  proper  or  direct 
And  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  do  hereby  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid 
United  States  promife  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond 
part  their  heirs  and  affigns  that  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  Affociates  their 
heirs  and  affigns  fhall  and  may  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter 
freely  and  peaceably  hold  and  enjoy  the  faid  laft  mentioned  tracl:  of  land 
except  the  faid  lots  and  parcels  of  land  and  townfhips  fo  as  aforefaid  excepted 
provided  that  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein  before  contained  on  the 
part  of  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  are  obferved  performed  and  ful- 
filled And  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  do  hereby  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  to  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part  their  heirs  and  affigns  and 
to  the  faid  Ohio  Company  of  affociates  fo  called  for  the  performance  of  all 
the  grants  promifes  and  agreements  herein  before  contained  which  on  the 
part  of  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  or  of  the  faid  ftates  are  or  ought  to  be 
kept  and  performed  In  witness  whereof  the  parties  to  thefe  prefents  have 
interchangeably  fet  their  hands  and  feals  and  and  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft 
part  have  caufed  their  feal  of  office  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the  day  and  year  firft 
herein  before  mentioned.  Samuel  Osgood,  (l.s.) 

Arthur  Lee,  (l.s.) 

Manasseh  Cutler,         (l.s.) 
Winthrop  Sargent,      (l.s.) 


